Resolved: Going to university/college in the US is a good investment.  

	Pro
	Con

	Learn crucial job skills
	High cost & debt 

	Leads to higher-paying jobs
	Opportunity costs—4+ years investment

	Make important & valuable connections
	 General knowledge can be learned online

	Many jobs require degree (doctor, engineer, etc.)
	Limited career options: trades, sports, business



Pro 1: High return on investment
Dews, F. Brookings. (2019). Why You Should Go to College.  Retrieved 18 November 2019, from https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brookings-now/2014/10/16/why-you-should-go-to-college/

[bookmark: _rfvsl2fskvpm]“In most respects,” The Hamilton Project has found, “a college degree has never been more valuable.” Even with rising tuition costs (which as scholars have also pointed out are not borne in full by many students), “the bottom line is this: while college may be 50 percent more expensive now than it was 30 years ago, the increase to lifetime earnings that a college degree brings is 75 percent higher. In short, the cost of college is growing, but the benefits of college—and, by extension, the cost of not going to college—are growing even faster.”

Pro 2: Creates experts and gives you skills 
[bookmark: _wc4o08txxadt]Why Go to College?. Psychology Today. (2019).  Retrieved 18 November 2019, from https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/darwins-subterranean-world/201801/why-go-college

Become expert in a topic. In college, you pick a major area of study and take a bunch of classes (usually between 10 to 15) all on that particular topic. Whatever your major is, and no matter your GPA, successfully completing a college major automatically ensures that you have something to bring to the table.
….
Learn specific sets of skills. In your major, you will not just learn content, but will also learn skills related to knowledge acquisition in that particular field of study. 

Pro 3: College helps students find meaning & purpose
Perez, A. Washington Post. (2019). It’s not just about jobs. Colleges must help students find their passions. Retrieved 18 November 2019, from https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/grade-point/wp/2017/03/10/its-not-just-about-jobs-colleges-must-help-students-find-their-passions/
[bookmark: _e864u46d862m]
[bookmark: _GoBack]Studies show that this generation of students cares deeply about purpose, meaning, and happiness at work. In reference to millennials, one recent Chicago Tribune article notes that they ask themselves: “Is my work meaningful to me? Do I have a cause? Do I have influence, purpose, and alignment?” If higher education does not teach students how to explore these issues at the college level, students graduate at a disadvantage.


Con 1: Time Investment
7 Reasons why you shouldn’t go to college and 4 things to do instead. Huffpost.com. (2019).  Retrieved 18 November 2019, from https://www.huffpost.com/entry/7-reasons-why-you-shouldn_1_b_5501111

Life is short. As of this writing, I’m 28 years old. My 20’s flew by faster than I could have ever imagined. I can’t imagine how far behind I would be if I didn’t make the biggest decision of my life 9 years ago, which was to drop out of college. Spending 4+ years pursuing a college education in this day and age when the world is changing at the speed of light is not only silly, it’s absolute insanity! Since I dropped out of college and started my career half a decade before my peers, I’m 5 years ahead of the game, plus I have zero debt. No student loans for me.

Con 2: High cost & high debt  
Price Of College Increasing Almost 8 Times Faster Than Wages. Forbes.com. (2019).  Retrieved 18 November 2019, from https://www.forbes.com/sites/camilomaldonado/2018/07/24/price-of-college-increasing-almost-8-times-faster-than-wages/#1ab01d1d66c1
The cost of a college education is skyrocketing.
It’s no surprise that student loans now make up the largest chunk of U.S. non-housing debt. Yes, more than both credit cards or auto loans.
….
Millennials face record levels of student debt, and the culprit seems to be the explosive increase in the cost of a college education, coupled with a lack of wage growth.

Con 3: Certain majors have high unemployment and underemployment 
Recent College Graduates Have The Highest Unemployment Rate In Decades—Here’s Why Universities Are To Blame. Forbes.com. (2019).  Retrieved 18 November 2019, from https://www.forbes.com/sites/jackkelly/2019/11/14/recent-college-graduates-have-the-highest-unemployment-rate-in-decadesheres-why-universities-are-to-blame/#61f7dd81320b

Extrapolating from the data, it seems that college students who majored in certain disciplines tend to have a greater chance of being both unemployed and underemployed. The young adults who majored in liberal arts, media, performing arts, ethnic studies, criminal justice, anthropology and philosophy all faced an unemployment rate of over 6% and much higher for some majors. To put this into perspective, the current unemployment rate is about 3.6%.  
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